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Presidents Report
David Erickson

Greetings Members,

| have been out sick for a couple of
weeks, and | have not stayed as con-
nected as normal so this just might
be my shortest article ever.

We are having our next meeting a day early due to PCA will be
having their contractors show.

November: | look forward to seeing you at Maggiano’s Little Italy
21090 St Andrews Blvd, Boca Raton, FL 33433 for our next dinner
meeting.

Our Chapter Clay Shoot is coming up on Friday Nov 22" at Quail
Creek Sporting Ranch 12399 NE 224 St. Okeechobee, FL. 34972

December: We will be having Top Golf Event at 400 Lucky Lane,
Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Our Chapter is constantly looking for individuals to help us to be-
come bigger, better, stronger, and to provide our members with
educational opportunities to grow professionally. If you have any
topics or locations that would benefit our meeting, please reach
out to any of our board members. Additionally, we are in search
of a VP Legislative board member-this position is typically help by
a inspector or engineer that help the chapter stay current on
codes and standards.

Thank you for reading and feel free to reach out to me or any of
our BOD if you have any questions or know of someone who is
interested in joining the chapter and may need help to navigate
through the process.

David Erickson
President ASPE SFL Chapter
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Technical News —Elvira Pita-Mejia (VP-Technical)

If you are interested in pre-
senting at one of our
meetings, please contact
me at:

epita@spiritgroupinc.com
or 305-519-3021

Elvira

Hi everyone, and welcome to this month’s newsletter. We’re excit-
ed to share what’s new with you.

October Meeting Highlights!

Last month a festive group

gathered at Famous Dave’s in

Doral, FI to network, ex-

change ideas and gain insight

from our Presenter, Scott

Felts. Scott presented on the

Advances in Non-Metallic

Pressure Piping Systems. It

was a well-received , engag-

ing presentation focused on using PP-RCT for commercial domestic
water and mechanical water applications.

Member Spotlight!

We are beyond proud to inform you all that our very own ASPE
South Florida Chapter member and friend Humberto Farina was re-
cently featured on “ASPE Connect”. Humberto is a Principal at IN
Prediais Engineering . His company specializes in plumbing design
for high-rise buildings and commercial buildings and also provide
technical coordination with the other MEP disciplines.

To read the full article, click the link below:

https://connect.aspe.org/blogs/rebekah-weidner/2025/08/27/aspe-
member-spotlight-humberto-farina?CommunityKey=208366ef-25b6
-4f02-8560-97f4ae690eef

Congratulations Humberto!






Membership Corner—Scott Smith (VP Membership)

Standards Development - Rainwater Catchment Systems

The American Society of Plumbing Engineers is committed to help-
ing plumbing engineers design high-quality plumbing systems that
protect public health and safety by developing consensus standards
on plumbing system design practices. ASPE is a member of and ap-
proved by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) as an
ANSl-accredited standards developer. As such, ASPE may submit
standards for approval by ANSI’s Board of Standards Review as
meeting certain criteria regarding due pro-

cess in development to be designated as

American National Standards.

ARCSA/ASPE/ANSI 63-2020: Rainwater
Catchment Systems eBook (requires Ado-
be Digital Editions)

Member Price: $49.95

https://aspe.org/product/arcsa-
aspe-ansi-63-2020-rainwater-
catchment-systems/
ARCSA/ASPE/ANSI 63-2020:
Rainwater Catchment Systems
(eBook)

This American National Standard

was developed through a part-

nership between ASPE and the

American Rainwater Catchment

Systems Association (ARCSA).

The standard is designed to as-

sist engineers, designers, plumb-

ers, builders/developers, local

government officials, and end users in safely implementing a rain-
water catchment system using precipitation from rooftops and oth-
er hard, impervious surfaces for use for irrigation, laundry, hygiene,
or even potable water applications if the appropriate treatment and
materials have been certified for the specific end use. The 2020 up-
date supersedes the 2013 version of this standard.


https://aspe.org/product/arcsa-aspe-ansi-63-2020-rainwater-catchment-systems/
https://aspe.org/product/arcsa-aspe-ansi-63-2020-rainwater-catchment-systems/
https://aspe.org/product/arcsa-aspe-ansi-63-2020-rainwater-catchment-systems/




Administrative Secretary - Vanessa Londoio

Faith and Leadership: The Heart of Our ASPE
Community

Faith and leadership go hand in hand in shaping who
we are as professionals and as a community. Faith
gives us confidence in our purpose — the trust that our
work matters and that challenges are opportunities for
growth. It reminds us to stay grounded, focused, and
hopeful, even when the path isn’t always clear.

Leadership turns that faith into action. It’s not about
titles or authority, but about service — guiding, men-
toring, and supporting others. Within ASPE, true lead-
ership shines through every member who takes the time
to share knowledge, volunteer, or lead by example.

Together, faith and leadership inspire progress,
strengthen our connections, and remind us why we do
what we do. When we lead with faith and integrity, we
not only build better systems — we build a stronger
ASPE community.

Warm regards,
Vanessa Londofio

“A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way,
and shows the way.”
John C. Maxwell
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Women of ASPE —

Elvira Pita-Mejia (WOA Liaison)

Hello from Women of ASPE! Here’s what’s new, inspiring,
and happening across our network this month.

On November 21,2025 Women of ASPE are hosting a Vir-
tual Webinar on “Aging with Grace” with Jackey Harmasey.
Check you inbox for details on how to register or contact
me at epita@spiritgroupinc.com.

Join us in welcoming our new Women of ASPE member—
Angela Power. Angela works as a Plumbing Designer at
Kamm Consulting and is looking forward to all that our
Chapter has to offer.

If you are interested in finding out more, please contact
me at (305) 519-3021 or epita@spiritgroupinc.com

I






Education Update Kyle Stottlemyer

Already Fall!! Who's ready for some COOOOOL weather?

South Florida’s unique climate and geography present both
challenges and opportunities for plumbing engineers. From
high water tables to hurricane threats, designing plumbing
systems here requires a deep understanding of local codes,
environmental factors, and sustainable practices. Plumbing
engineers in Florida must adhere to the Florida Building Code
— Plumbing (2023 Edition), which incorporates the Interna-
tional Plumbing Code with state-specific amendments. Addi-
tionally, Florida Administrative Code 61G15-34.007 outlines
the scope of plumbing engineering, emphasizing the need for
licensed professionals to design systems that handle water,
gases, and waste safely and efficiently.

ASPE South Florida

The South Florida Chapter of the ASPE continues its tradition
of excellence this November with a lineup of events and up-

dates designed to support professional growth and industry

collaboration.

As South Florida continues to grow, plumbing engineers play
a vital role in shaping safe, sustainable, and resilient commu-
nities. Whether designing for a high-rise in Miami or a coastal
home in Deerfield Beach, understanding the local environ-
ment and regulations is key to success.

If you have any questions or would like to share any hot top-
ics that might be informative to our viewers, please email me
at kylestottlemyer@gmail.com.

Thank you for taking the time to read each month’s articles.






Affiliate Liaison Report—Alfredo Hernandez
A Season of Gratitude: Thank You to Our Sponsors

As we enter the month of November, it’s only fitting that we
take a moment to reflect on what we’re most thankful for —
and at the top of that list are our sponsors. Their continued
support makes it possible for our ASPE Chapter to grow,
connect, and thrive as a professional community.

Our sponsors do far more than provide financial backing.
They are active partners in our mission — helping us host
meetings, educational seminars, technical presentations, and
networking events that strengthen our industry. Because of
their generosity, our members gain access to valuable learn-
ing opportunities, product knowledge, and the latest innova-
tions shaping plumbing engineering today.

We are truly grateful for their commitment and partnership.
Their support enables us to advance our profession, foster
collaboration, and provide a platform where engineers, de-
signers, contractors, and manufacturers can come together to
share ideas and build lasting relationships.

As Affiliate Liaison, I see firsthand the dedication and enthu-
siasm our sponsors bring to every event and interaction. On
behalf of our entire chapter, I want to extend a heartfelt thank
you to each and every one of them. Your involvement not
only sustains our organization — it inspires us.

During this season of gratitude, let’s all take a moment to
acknowledge and appreciate the sponsors who help make our
chapter strong. We look forward to continuing to grow to-
gether and to making the coming year even more impactful
for our members and our industry.

Thank you for your unwavering support — we couldn’t do it
without you






VP-Legislative Interim Report—Emilio Sorondo

Florida Building Code Updates — 2025

Key changes to the Florida Plumbing Code and Building
Code include:

e Water Heater Placement: New rules for location and
seismic strapping, applicable even in South Florida.

e Shut-Off Valve Access: Must be clearly labeled and ac-
cessible.

“’;a e Backflow Devices: Annual testing and documentation

\ now required statewide.

" o Pipe Materials: Galvanized pipes are discouraged and
may affect insurance renewals.

e Scald Prevention: Thermostatic and pressure-balancing
valves are now mandatory; max fixture temp capped at
120°F.

[ J

Flood Preparedness: Fixtures in flood-prone areas must
meet elevation requirements above Base Flood Elevation
(BFE).

House Bill 1461 — Building Code Overhaul
This proposed bill aims to:

e Strengthen safety standards for structural, mechanical,
electrical, plumbing, and energy systems.

e Mandate uniform standards for residential swimming
pool barriers and safety devices.

e Address safety in healthcare centers, assisted living,
and hospice care facilities.

e Raise concerns about increased compliance costs for
builders and developers.






Corresponding Secretary - Vanessa Londoiio

Building Connections Through ASPE South Florida
Chapter

As your Corresponding Secretary, [’ve had the pleasure
of attending several ASPE events recently, and each
one reminds me just how special our community truly
is. Whether it’s a technical presentation, networking
luncheon, or community outreach project, every event
provides an opportunity to connect, learn, and grow to-
gether.

Attending these gatherings is more than just showing
support — it’s about being part of something larger
than ourselves. Each conversation, handshake, and
shared idea strengthens the foundation of our profes-
sion. These moments of connection allow us to ex-
change knowledge, celebrate achievements, and inspire
one another to keep moving forward.

I encourage all members to get involved and join us at
upcoming events. Your presence matters — not only
for professional development, but also for the sense of
camaraderie that defines ASPE. Together, we continue
to build a community rooted in collaboration, respect,
and shared purpose.

I look forward to seeing many of you at our next meet-
ing and continuing to grow our ASPE family, one event
at a time.

Warm regards, Vanessa Londono Corresponding Secre-
tary, ASPE South Florida Chapter

“You can’t stay in your corner of the Forest wait-
ing for others to come to you. You have to go to
them sometimes.”

Winnie the Pooh (A.A. Milne)







Ambassador—Rollie R. Rivera

Spotlight on ASPE South Florida: Championing
Plumbing Engineering Excellence in the Sunshine
State

In the heart of Florida's vibrant engineering community stands the
South Florida Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engi-
neers (ASPE)—a cornerstone for professionals dedicated to advancing
plumbing design and innovation. As one of the oldest chapters in a
national society with over 60 affiliates, ASPE South Florida continues to
drive professional growth, sustainability, and industry standards across
the region.

A Rich History of Innovation

Chartered in 1973 as the Miami Chapter, ASPE South Florida has
grown into a dynamic hub for plumbing engineers, designers, specifi-
ers, and contractors. With decades of collective expertise, the chapter
has cultivated a community focused on sustainable practices, cutting-
edge design, and public health through plumbing systems.

As part of ASPE’s Region 3 Southeast, the chapter collaborates with
neighboring groups in Alabama and Atlanta, amplifying its impact
across the region.

Under the leadership of dedicated professionals like David Erickson,
the chapter remains committed to ASPE's core mission: promoting the
science of plumbing engineering while prioritizing member advance-
ment and community welfare.

Recent Highlights and Achievements

The 2025-2026 term began with an energetic Board of Directors
meeting at Upper Deck in Hallandale, welcoming new members
Vanessa, Rollie, and Nick to the team.

A proud moment came with the presentation of the 2025 Feroz
Bhamani Award of Merit to Scott Smith (SSA) and Freddy Hernan-
dez (Marsh & Moore), honoring their outstanding contributions to
the field.



Ambassador—Rollie R. Rivera

Earlier this fall, members gathered for their first post-summer
meeting on September 11 at Cooper’s Hawk Winery & Restau-
rant in Dania Beach, featuring guest speaker Edward A. Villalta
from EVAC Building Division.

The chapter also made a strong showing at the ASPE Tech Sym-
posium in Orlando from September 24-28, where attendees ex-
plored the latest in plumbing technology and networked with
peers nationwide.

Upcoming Events: Mark Your Calendars

ASPE South Florida has a packed schedule blending education,
networking, and fun:

¢ 5th Annual Sporting Clay Shoot November 21, 2025 Quail
Creek Sporting Ranch, Okeechobeeg, FL 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM A
relaxed outdoor event perfect for member connection.

* Top Golf Showdown December 4, 2025 A friendly competi-
tion between South Florida, Orlando, and Atlanta chapters.

* ASPE Region 3 Presidents Meeting June 5-6, 2026 Hosted
by South Florida Chapter—an opportunity for regional leader-
ship collaboration.

¢ End-of-Year Bash June 18, 2026 Details coming soon!

Monthly dinner meetings continue on the second Thursday of
each month, offering regular forums for learning and collabora-
tion. Visit the https://aspemiami.com for full details and registra-
tion.

Membership Benefits: Why Join?

ASPE South Florida is more than events—it's a gateway to career
enhancement.



Ambassador—Rollie R. Rivera

Members gain access to:

e Certifications: CPD, CPDT, GPD

e CEU programs for license recertification

e Speaking opportunities

e Youth outreach initiatives

e Emphasis on sustainable plumbing solutions

Whether you're a seasoned engineer or new to the field, ASPE South
Florida offers a community that values innovation, education, and
public health.

Get Involved Today

If you're passionate about plumbing engineering, ASPE South Florida
welcomes you! Visit https://aspemiami.com to learn more about
membership or connect via LinkedIn for updates.

For questions, reach out to chapter officers through the
https://aspemiami.com section.

Let's build a stronger, more innovative future for plumbing engineer-
ing—together!

CHALLENGE. INSPIRE. ENABLE. MODEL. ENCOURAGE THE HEART!

— Rollie R. Rivera, Ambassador, ASPE South Florida Chapter






ASPE Young Professional—Nickolas D’Agostino

Welcome from Your New AYP Leader
Hello ASPE South Florida Chapter!

I’'m thrilled to introduce myself as your new AYP (ASPE Young Professionals) leader.
My name is Nickolas D’Agostino, and I’'m a Plumbing Engineer at Vanderweil Engi-
neering. Having grown up in South Florida and graduated from the University of
Florida, I've always felt a strong connection to our local engineering community.
Over the past two years, I've been immersed in the plumbing industry, learning the
ins and outs of system design and construction.

Joining ASPE has been a rewarding experience, and I’'m excited to help build a vibrant network of young profes-
sionals who are passionate about the MEP industry. My goal is to create opportunities for us to connect, learn,
and grow—whether through technical workshops, social events, or mentorship programs.

ASPE Young Professionals (AYP) Program Overview
The AYP is a special interest group within ASPE for members 35 years old and younger. Its mission is to:
Foster networking among young plumbing engineers and designers.

Promote professional development through webinars, workshops, and mentorship.
Encourage collaboration and idea-sharing across chapters and regions.

Support career growth through leadership training and educational events.
Learn more at https://www.aspe.org

Professional Development

AYP offers a range of resources to help you grow:

® AYP Leadership Academy: A full-day workshop designed to build leadership skills and foster generational col-
laboration.

® Online Leadership Series: Free webinars covering communication, conflict resolution, and career develop-
ment.

Get Involved

We're looking for volunteers to help plan events, contribute ideas, and support our growing community. Whether
you’re new to the industry or a seasoned young professional, your voice matters.

Let’s make this year one to remember!
Warm regards,

Nickolas D’Agostino
AYP Leader — ASPE South Florida Chapter






Newsletter Editor & Webmaster—Emilio Sorondo

From the Editor’s Desk — November Edition
Hey everyone,

It’s hard to believe we’re already in November. Hallow-
een just flew by, Thanksgiving is only 27 days away, and
Christmas is right around the corner. Before you know
it, we’ll be ringing in the New Year! Time really does
fly—especially when you’re in the thick of football sea-
son and the holidays are knocking at the door.

But enough of this jive...

| just want to take a moment to remind you that this
newsletter is a true team effort. It’s brought to life
through the collaboration between our dedicated
Board of Directors and our amazing sponsors. When
one piece is missing, we all feel it—because this organi-
zation thrives on teamwork.

These are the folks who keep things running here in
South Florida. They sponsor our meetings, our parties,
and most importantly, they help create opportunities
for us to connect. Even if it’s just once a month, it’s a
chance to collaborate, catch up, and keep the momen-
tum going.

So as you flip through this issue, take a moment to ap-
preciate the people behind it—and if you’re feeling it,
send me a big “Hoorah!” to keep the energy flowing.

Until next time,
Emilio Sorondo









Our New Sponsors
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South Florida Plumbing and Mechanical
Expo—November 13th, 2025

We are excited to announce the South Florida Plumbing and
Mechanical Expo at the Tamiami Fair Grounds.
Contact Gloria Salazar gsalazar@pcamiamicom for more information



mailto:gsalazar@pcamiami.com







2020 - 2022
1998 - 2020
1995 - 1998
1995 - 1997
1993 - 1995
1991 -1993
1989 - 1991
1987 - 1989
1985 - 1987
1983 - 1985
1982 - 1983
1981 - 1982
1980 - 1981
1979 - 1980
1978 - 1979
1977 - 1978
1976 - 1977
1975 - 1976
1974 - 1975
1973 - 1974

ASPE South Florida Past-Presidents

Vincent J. Scriboni, FASPE, CPD
Feroz A. Bhamani, CPD, FASPE
Jose Baz, PE

Jorge Chartrand

Thomas H. Ford Jr., CPD

Feroz A. Bhamani, CPD, FASPE
John Toje, PE.

Melvin E. Yampolsky

Jose Perez De Corcho

Michael Granata, PE

Carl Commisioning

Henry D. Gaggstatter Jr. PE
William Waldman

Stan Jackewice, PE

Jose Perez De Corcho
Abraham Lehrman, PE

James A. Stinson, PE

Louis Sher, PE

William G. Gonzalez, PE
Raymond C. Cook, PE

Year
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025

Feroz Bhamani Award of Excellence

This award is given to an outstanding member for

their devotion to the betterment of the South Flori-
da Chapter and ASPE. It was named after Feroz for
all of the years he gave in keeping the chapter alive.

Honorees

Feroz Bhamani & Thomas Ford
Elvira Pita-Mejia

David Erickson

2024- Kyle Stottlemyer

Scott Smith & Freddy Hernandez

]
BIRT

Name
John Lamparter
Eddy Villamil
John Pistorino
John Boyer
Angela Reyes Power
Juan Gonzalez
Vanessa Londono
William Cagle
JC Gayoso

Name
Christopher Robulock
Maria Saenz
Vanessa Londono
Gregory Badal
Alexander Sol
Bill Sellon
Kyle Stottlemyer
Humberto Farina

Brian Coldwell

PY
DAY!

Birthday
11/01
11/06
11/10
11/19
11/19
11/21
11/21
11/23
11/24

Anniversary Years Since
11/02/2021 4
11/04/2024 1
11/06/2023 2
11/07/2023 2
11/08/2019 6
11/15/1999 26
11/19/2021 4
11/25/2017 8
11/30/2020 5



Sold Out




2025-2026 Chapter Meeting Dates

Location

Thursday,
September 11th, 2025

Introduction to Vacuum Plumbing Systems
Presenter: Edward AA. Villalta — EVAC

Cooper's Hawk Winery & Restaurant
1822 Pointe Blvd.
Dania Beach , FL 33004

Thursday,
October 9th, 2025

Advances in Non-Metallic Pressure Piping
Systems (PP-RCT)
Presenter: Scott Felts—Performance
Marketing Group

Famous Dave’s
8210 NW 36th St, Doral, FL 33166

Thursday,
November 12th, 2025

Designing a Booster System

American Social
351 W Plaza Real
Boca Raton, FI 33432

Thursday,
December 4th, 2025

1ST Annual Region 3 TopGolf Tournament

Topgolf Pompano
400 Lucky Lane,
Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Thursday,
January 8th, 2026

TBD

TBD

Thursday,
February 12th, 2026

Introduction to Vacuum Plumbing Systems
Presenter: Edward AA. Villalta — EVAC

Famous Dave’s
8210 NW 36th St, Doral, FL 33166

Thursday,
March 12th, 2026

Demystifying Pump Curves
Presenter: Tony Furst— Taco

Maggiano’s Little Italy
Boca Raton

Thursday, TBD Famous Dave’s

April 9th, 2026 8210 NW 36th St, Doral, FL 33166
Thursday,

May 7th, 2026 TBD TBD

Thursday, ASPE South Florida Chapter

Jun 18th, 2026 End of ASPE Year event and Tabletop Show TBD

* Contact Elvira Pita-Mejia for speaking opportunities—vptechnical@aspemiami.com




Schedule of Events 2025/2026

September, 2025

24-28 | ASPE Tech Symposium, Orlando, Fl.

November 2025

5th Annual Sporting Clay Shoot—Quail Creek Sporting Ranch, Okeechobee

December 2025

4th | 1st Annual Region 3 TopGolf Tournament

5th-8th | ASPE Region #3 President’s Meeting—South Florida
18th | End of ASPE Year event and Tabletop Show

October 2026

08-14 | ASPE Convention & Expo—Oklahoma City, Ok.



