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ASPE Connect 

ASPE Connect: One of the Best 

Things ASPE Has Done in Years 
• Since the launch of ASPE Con-

nect—the hottest online com-
munity for plumbing industry 
professionals—thousands of 
plumbing engineers and design-
ers from around the world have 
benefited from its shared 
knowledge and expertise on a 
daily basis. In our Open Forum, 
you can get quick answers and 
advice from numerous experts, 
often within minutes. ASPE 
Connect is free for ASPE mem-
bers and we also offer a 30-day 
trial for nonmembers, so what 
are you waiting for...Click below 

Chapter Announcements 

• Registration for the 2023 CPD Exam is now open.  Check with 
ASPE Connect or the ASPE Web Site for additional information. 

 

• Our March, 2023 meeting will be held at Famous Dave’s on Thurs-
day, March 9th, 2023. You can register at  ASPE Miami Chapter - 
Meeting/Event Information .   

 

• We are very excited as our 50th year anniversary approaches! Our 
South Florida Chapter appreciates all the support from Sponsors 
and is always glad to welcome new members. To find our more 
about our sponsorship opportunities, click here: 

 https://aspemiami.com/Sponsorship 
 https://aspemiami.com/meetinginfo.php?id=48&ts=1677787221 
  

ASPE Pipeline 
Keep up to date with everything ASPE on the ASPE Pipeline.   

About ASPE 
The American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE) is the international 
organization for professionals skilled in the design, specification and in-
spection of plumbing systems. ASPE is dedicated to the advancement of 
the science of plumbing engineering, to the professional growth and ad-
vancement of its members and the health, welfare and safety of the pub-
lic. 
 
The Society disseminates technical data and information, sponsors activi-
ties that facilitate interaction with fellow professionals, and, through re-
search and education, expands the base of knowledge of the plumbing 
engineering industry. ASPE members are leaders in innovative plumbing 
design, effective materials and energy use, and the application of ad-
vanced techniques throughout the world. 
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David Erickson — President 
 

Greetings Members, 

 

Here we are: The start to the last month of 

Q1 2023, even though we are only in 

March it seems as though the year is mov-

ing faster than 2022. Everyone I speak with 

is extremely busy and a lot of the contrac-

tors are booked with jobs deep into this 

year and some have jobs that are booked into 2024. 

 

Special Acknowledgements: 

• I would like to thank the Centrotherm Eco Systems Team for showing 
up with great information and such energy on their presentation, spe-
cial thank you to Mallory Epstein for speaking loud enough for the 
group in the back to hear her. 

• A huge shout out to the ASPE Board on getting the Feb. venue booked 
so quickly as the previous location is no longer available due to them 
selling the restaurant. Thank you, thank you, thank you all. 

 

New Members for 2023 

I apologize for not recognizing the new members that have joined our 

chapter since the beginning of the year. 

• Al Salas with Rinnai America Corp 

• Bryan Rich with JLRD Engineers 

• R. Thiessen with JLRD Engineers 

• Wilfredo Rodriguez with JLRD Engineers 

• JC Gayoso with PSI Engineered Solutions, Inc. 

• John Doidge 
 

Open Positions on the South Florida Chapter 

• The following positions are still open and need to be filled so if you are 
a member in good standing, please contact one of the BOD for addi-
tional information: Corresponding Secretary, Chapter Website Adminis-
trator, Chapter Historian. 

 

March Technical Meeting 

• Our next Meeting will be at Famous Dave’s in Doral, Fl. on Thursday 
March  9th at 6 pm, for more information please scroll down to Elvira’s 
newsletter. 
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50th Anniversary Party 

• Friday June 16th at Tru by Hilton Pompano Beach Pier 200 North 
Ocean Blvd. Pompano Beach, FL. 33062.  Check out the flyer in thi 
newsletter for more information 

• Elvira, Scott, Henry, Josh, Freddy, and Kyle and I are working hard to 
make sure we all have a great experience as this should be an event 
that we can talk about for years. I hope you will be there to celebrate 
as well. 

 

3rd Annual Sporting Clay Event 

• The 3rd annual Sporting Clay Shoot at Quail Ridge in Okeechobee, FL. 
Stay tuned for future updates as we secure the date, venue, and time. 

 

ASPE Pipeline 

• If you missed the latest e-blast on the ASPE Pipeline here is the hyper-
link, there is great information on here for: AHR Expo / ASPE Tech 
Symposium / March Workshops on Domestic Hot Water Design and 
Basic Fire Suppression / Membership Matters by Jason McDonald / 
and other Industry News. https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/  

 

Elections 

• The chapter will be holding an election in May which will allow any 
member that is in good standing the ability to run for a position on 
the Board of Directors. If you are interested in a position and would 
like information on the responsibilities, please feel free to reach out 
to any of the current board members with your questions.  

 
The current positions that we will be voting on are as follows: 

 

• President David Erickson 

• VP-Technical Elvira Pita-Mejia 

• VP-Legislative Henry Salvador 

• VP Membership Scott Smith 

• Treasurer Feroz Bhamani & Kyle Stottlemeyer 

• Administrative Secretary Freddy Hernandez 

• Corresponding Secretary OPEN 

• Chapter Affiliate Liaison Josh Barnhart 

• Chapter Education Chair Kyle Stottlemeyer 

• Chapter AYP Liaison Al Salas 

• Chapter Woman of ASPE Liaison Elvira Pita-Mejia 

• Chapter Newsletter Editor Al Salas 

• Chapter Fund Raising Chair Scott Smith 

• Chapter Historian OPEN 

• Chapter Web Master OPEN 

• Chapter Ambassador OPEN 

Presidents Report 
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Thank you for reading and feel free to reach out to me or any of our BOD 

if you have any questions or know of someone who is interested in joining 

the chapter and may need help to navigate through the process. 

 

David Erickson 

President ASPE SFL Chapter 

C# 561-597-0994 

david.erickson@viega.us 
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Technical News 

Elvira Pita-Mejia — Chapter VP-Technical  
 
"Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live for-
ever."  
— Mahatma Gandhi 
 
Mahatma Gandhi’s words ring true for us here at the ASPE South 
Florida Chapter.  We strive to facilitate technical presentations for 
our plumbing industry professionals in a fun, engaging environment.  
If you weren’t at our last meeting, you missed a great presentation 
by Mallory Epstein of Centrotherm Eco Systems.  The topic was 
“Polypropylene vs PVC/CPVC for special gas venting”.   
 
Did you know that as per the Florida Building Code, Fuel Gas (2020), 
plastic piping for venting is required to be labeled in accordance with 
the product standards specified by the appliance manufacturer or 
listed and labeled in accordance with UL 1738?   
 
March 09, 2023, ASPE South Florida Chapter – March 2023, Monthly 
Technical Meeting 
This month’s meeting is one you won’t want to miss!  Stevie Billek 
and Don Goggans from Powerex Inc. will be presenting on medical 
gas considerations and NFPA 99 Code changes.  Powerex Inc is a 
manufacturer of Medical Gas Pipeline, Medical and lab pump and 
compressor systems. 
 
The evening will start with a social hour from 6-7pm followed by din-
ner and technical presentation at Famous Dave’s in Doral, Fl. 
Registration is easy and is available on our ASPE South Florida chap-
ter website:  
https://aspemiami.com/meetinginfo.php?id=45&ts=1677162290 
 
April 10-21, 2023, CPD Exam 
Don’t forget that The Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD) exam is 
closely approaching. Completion of the CPD program and examina-
tion confers upon the successful candidate the designation Certified 
in Plumbing Design (CPD). The certification program provides the pro-
fession, the plumbing industry, and the general public with a single, 
comprehensive qualification of professional competence for engi-
neers and designers of plumbing systems. 
 
If you are interested in registering or finding out more, make sure to 
click on the link below: 
Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD) - ASPE 
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Technical News 

September 28- October 1, 2023, ASPE Tech Symposium 
Are you in need of CEU credits?  Are you looking to network with in-
dustry professionals?  Well, we have just the place for you.  The 2023 
ASPE Tech Symposium is a two and one-half-day conference held at 
the Hyatt Bellevue, Bellevue, Washington. This is a premier oppor-
tunity for plumbing engineers and designers at all career levels to 
engage in productive technical exchanges and networking. 
 
If you are interested in learning more, click on the link below: 
https://www.aspe.org/2023-tech-symposium/ 
 
“Stay in the know” 
Don’t forget to follow us on “LinkedIn”! 
We are regularly providing information on our chapter and upcoming 
events. 
(5) ASPE South Florida Chapter: Overview | LinkedIn 
 
All the best, 
Elvira Pita-Mejia 
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Scott Smith — Chapter VP-Membership 
 
 Are you considering joining the ASPE South Florida chapter? 

Come grow and succeed with the South Florida ASPE chapter. Through 

ASPE’s membership initiatives you will find a variety of ways to get in-

volved in the industry and connect with fellow professionals. 

 
Mentoring Program: Our ASPE Connect Mentor Match program helps 
you find, connect, and share experiences with others as either a mentor 
or mentee. 
 
Special-Interest Groups: ASPE offers two networking groups dedicated 
to women and young professionals. 
 
Chapter Officers: The Chapter Officers Resource Center provides re-
sources and tools to help maintain strong Chapter membership and run 
efficient and exciting meetings and events. 
 
Members-Only: Access resources exclusively for ASPE members. 

College of Fellows: The Kenneth G. Wentink College of Fellows honors 
those who have made significant and exceptional contributions to the 
plumbing engineering profession. 

Steele Scholarship: The annual Alfred Steele Scholarship is awarded to 
outstanding students majoring in engineering. 

Still on the fence? Consider joining us March 9th from 6pm – 8pm at 

Famous Dave's in Doral. The address is 8210 NW 36th St., Miami, FL 

33166. 

This presentation will cover medical gas design considerations and 

NFPA 99 Code Changes. 

Our presenters are Stevie Billek and Don Goggans from Powerex Inc. 

Powerex Inc is a manufacturer of Medical Gas Pipeline, Medical and Lab 

pump and compressor systems.  Mrs. Billek serves as a Sales Engineer 

that coves Florida and Georgia. She is ASSE Credentialed and has 12 

years’ experience in sales, project management, and estimating. Mr. 

Goggans serves as the Southern Sales Director. He is ASSE Credentialed 

and has 30+ years’ experience in sales, engineering, manufacturing, and 

source equipment design. 

 

Visit www.ASPEMIAMI.com for more information. 

All the best, 
 

Scott Smith 

Membership Corner 
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On January 12, 2023 the 

ASPE South Florida Chap-

ter held its 1st meeting of 

the year.   

Check out some of the high-

lights of the evening! South Florida 
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DATE TOPIC LOCATION 

Thursday,  
09/08/2022 

Siphonic Rainwater Systems                                                      
Presenter: Ryan Moore—Mifab 

Kraft Bistro Deli,                            
2701 East Oakland Park Blvd.         

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306          

Thursday,  
10/13/2022 

Smart Water Management for Improving Safety and        
Efficiency in Premise Plumbing                                                              

Presenter: Edwin Gonzalez - George Fischer 

Famous Dave's                               
8210 NW 36th St.                      
Miami, FL 33166  

Thursday,  
11/10/2022 

Cast Iron Coatings for Aggressive Applications                    
Presenter: Tom Sharp—Charlotte Pipe 

Kraft Bistro Deli,                            
2701 East Oakland Park Blvd.         

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306          

Thursday   
12/08/2022 

Compressed Air System Design                                                
Presenter: Greg Ashe - Kaeser 

Kraft Bistro Deli,                            
2701 East Oakland Park Blvd.         

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306          

Thursday,           
01/12/ 2023 

Cast Iron—Value Engineering Considerations                                                                                           
Presenter: Phil Tyree—McWane Group 

Famous Dave's                               
8210 NW 36th St.                      
Miami, FL 33166  

Thursday,   
02/09/2023 

Polypropylene vs PVC/CPVC for Special Gas Venting          
Presenter: Mallory Epstein - Centrotherm 

Geronimo’s Grill 
5810 S University Dr #121 

Davie, FL 33328 

Thursday,  
03/09/2023 

Medical Gas Design Considerations and                                 
NFPA 99 Code Changes                                                              

Presenter: Stevie Billek - Powerex Medical 

Famous Dave's                               
8210 NW 36th St.                      
Miami, FL 33166  

Thursday,  
04/13/2023 

Wastewater Pumps, Control Panels and Systems               
Presenter: Cary Caldwell - Liberty Pumps 

TBD 

Thursday,  
05/11/2023 

Design and Sizing Considerations for Oil Separators, 
Solid Interceptors, and Acid Neutralization Tanks              

Presenter: Trent Sorensen - Striem 

Famous Dave's                               
8210 NW 36th St.                      
Miami, FL 33166  

Friday,        
06/09/2023 

ASPE South Florida 50th Anniversary Party TBD 
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Legislative News 

Enrique (Henry) Salvador—VP-Legislative   
 
 

 A lot of discussions and issues have been brought up 

with the new energy code and the installations of tank type 

water heaters in residential projects. The only heaters that 

met the (UEF) at the time are only up to 50 gallon residential 

tank type heaters. Broward County Board of Rules and Ap-

peals has sent out an interpretation that the Light-Duty Com-

mercial water heaters will rated in stand by laws and not 

UEF. Until this is changed, we will continue to allow 65 gal-

lon, 80 gallon and 119 gallon water heaters. I would just in-

stall Heaters with heat pumps, since they are not as expen-

sive as they used to be.  

 The New 2023 8th Edition Code will go into effect on 

December 31st 2023.  

 
 
Thank You 
Henry Salvador 





Affiliate Report 
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Josh Barnhart—Affiliate Liaison  
 
 

 The South Florida Chapter would like to recognize all 

the sponsors that have signed up or renewed annual mem-

bership in 2023.  We would like to thank Milwaukee, Marsh 

& Moore, Specified Sales, Viega, & Spirit Group for their 

chapter sponsorship.  Your commitment and support to 

chapter, is greatly appreciated by members and BOD staff. 

 Our chapter is continuing to look for new sponsors, 

to participate with South Florida Chapter in 2023.  Besides 

the loaded membership packages we offer, I believe there is 

great value in relationships and quality of professionals you 

have an opportunity to meet monthly, and chapter events 

held throughout the year. 

 Please contact Scott Smith scott@ssafla.com and 

Josh Barnhart jbarnhart@carrcompany.com, regarding ques-

tions with membership changes.  We are here to make your 

experience with South Florida ASPE a first class choice. 

 
Thank you, 
 
Josh Barnhart 

mailto:scott@ssafla.com
mailto:jbarnhart@carrcompany.com
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Elvira Pita-Mejia — WOA Liaison 
 

 
As a woman in the industry I can honestly say that being a committee 
member of Women of ASPE has really helped me engage with other wom-
en in the industry that I would not have otherwise.  
 
If you re interested in getting a taste of what we do here at Women of 
ASPE, we invite you to regiter for our upcoming webinar on “Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion 101. 
 
https://sparrow-freedom-project.thinkific.com/courses/dei-101 
Sincerely,  

Elvira Pita-Mejia 









Education Update 
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Kyle Stottlemyer—Education Chairman 
 

 Happy St. Patrick’s Day! We are just cruising along, hope every-

one is healthy and busy. Lots coming up, we have finalized our location 

for the upcoming 50th year anniversary of our South Florida ASPE chap-

ter, check out the . Our chapter is growing, I believe we are still holding 

@ 93 members, This is amazing, please keep spreading the good word 

and inviting fellow colleagues and friends to our technical meetings. This 

month’s meeting will be at Famous Dave's Doral, 8210 NW 36th St., Mi-

ami, FL 33166, as always this will be the second Thursday of the month 

March 9, 2023 from 6:00-8:00, we ask that you please reserve your spot 

as soon as you can by signing up on the web site https://aspemiami.com/

meetinginfo.php. This month’s topic is Medical Gas Design Considera-

tions and NFPA 99 Code Changes. Our presenter is Stevie Billek and Don 

Goggans from Powerex Inc. Powerex Inc. Hope to see everyone there. 

CPD test is fast approaching. There are practice test’s and CPD review 

Webinars available. If anyone has any questions or would like to share 

any hot topics that might be informational to our viewers, please feel 

free to drop me an email @ kylestottlemyer@gmail.com. Please see be-

low.  Thank you for taking time out to read each month’s articles. 

I was contacted by Paul Hagar who asked if I could share, see below. 

Attn. Education Chair, ASPE South Florida 

 

 Hi Kyle– 
 Our team at Safe Piping Matters created a Plumbing Specification Guide 
with recommendations for drinking water, wastewater, and fire-
suppression systems. This guide may be of interest to your members, es-
pecially as infrastructure investments make piping materials and systems 
top of mind for architects, builders, and community leaders across the 
country. 
  
The guide is available to download at https://safepipingmatters.org/
guide-2/. 
  
Based on case studies and piping research, it’s intended to help construc-
tion professionals understand how plumbing systems affect building safe-
ty and sustainability. 
  
Beyond the guide, we’d also love to hear how our plumbing education 
and outreach programs could help the building industry meet emerging 
challenges. If you’d be interested in having a call with us, use this link to 
find a time that works for you, or just reply and we can set something up. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Paul Hagar 

https://aspemiami.com/meetinginfo.php
https://aspemiami.com/meetinginfo.php
mailto:kylestottlemyer@gmail.com
https://safepipingmatters.org/guide-2/
https://safepipingmatters.org/guide-2/
https://calendly.com/safepipingmatters/30min
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Alcides Salas — AYP Liaison 
 
 “Networking is the single most powerful marketing tactic 
to accelerate and sustain success for any individual or organiza-
tion!”  
– Adam Small  
 
It is no secret to many of us that one of the best ways to expand 
your knowledge, expose yourself and stay updated, is to start net-
working with those in your field of work.  
When joining our AYP Program, you will not only gain access to a 
tremendous knowledge pool directly from professionals in the 
trade but also add some fun to the equation. Local ASPE Chapters 
and special-interest groups host social networking events through-
out the year. With more than 6,200 ASPE members, a fellow pro-
fessional is never far away.  
 
If you want to know more   AYP please visit the link below or con-
tact us at aypliaison@aspemiami.com  
 
https://www.aspe.org/membership-global-community/
membership/special-interest-groups/ayp/ 
 
Thanks, 
Al Salas 

https://www.aspe.org/membership-global-community/chapters/
mailto:aypliaison@aspemiami.com
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Alfredo Hernandez — Administrative Secretary 
 

Greetings Members, 
  
If you missed our technical meeting in February, it was at a 
new venue “Geronimo’s Grill in Davie”, the food and service 
was great and there were 29 in attendance. Just in case you 
all were wondering about the most important thing that 
evening (Open Bar); Viega and SSA split the bill. 
  
The March RSVP Free Dinner Winner – Greg Badal at Feller 
Engineering, and 50/50 was a total of $80 and John Boyer at 
Engineering Expert Witness was the recipient of the grand 
total of $40. 
  
I hope to see you all at the next general meeting at Famous 
Dave’s 8210 NW 36th Street Miami, FL. 33166 on Thursday 
March 9th with our guest Steve Billek and Don Goggens from 
Powerex presenting on Medical Gas Design considerations 
and NFPA 99 Code. 
  
Thanks for reading and have a great day. 
  
Freddy Hernandez 
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ASPE South Florida Past-Presidents 
 

2020 – 2022     Vincent J. Scriboni, FASPE, CPD 

1998 – 2020    Feroz A. Bhamani, CPD 

1998 – 1995    Jose Baz 

1995 – 1993    Thomas H. Ford Jr., CPD 

1993 – 1991    Feroz A. Bhamani, CPD 

1991 – 1989    John Toje, PE. 

1989 – 1987    Melvin Yampolsky 

1986 – 1987    Jose Perez De Corcho 

1984 – 1986    Carl Commissiong 

1983 – 1984 

1982 – 1983 

1981 – 1982    Jose Perez De Corcho 

1980 – 1981 

1979 – 1980 

1978 – 1979    Stan Jackewice 

1977 – 1978    Abraham Lehrman 

1975 – 1977    James A. Stinson, PE 

1974 – 1975    William G. Gonzalez, PE 

1973 – 1974    Raymond C. Cook, PE 

Feroz Bhamani Award of Excellence 
 

This award is given to an outstanding member for their 

devotion to the betterment of the South Florida Chap-

ter and ASPE.  It was named after Feroz for all of the 

years he gave in keeping the chapter alive. 

 

 
2021 - Feroz Bhamani & Thomas Ford 

2022 - Elvira Pita-Mejia 

Frederick Schilling 1 Year 

Emilio Sorondo 1 Year 

Rob Nehls 1 Year 

Marcelino De Celis 2 Years 

David Erickson 13 Years 

Thomas Ford 42 Years 

Michael Granata 50 Years 

Gary Kozan Mar 13th 

Pedro Medina Mar 14th 

Jose Perez Mar 19th 

Hernan Garcia Mar 31st 
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 2023 Chapter Sponsorship Program 

 
Platinum Level – Contribution: $1,700 ($2,500 value) 

 Your company will be included in all ASPE advertisements for a 12-month period 
beginning from January 1

st
 to December 31

st
.   

 Full page advertisement in the South Florida Chapter newsletter for a 12-month period.  

 A complimentary full page insert in the South Florida Chapter newsletter – twice per 12- 
month period. 

 Two (2) pre-paid ASPE Memberships for one-year. (Chapter VP-Membership will contact you 
with the information) 

 Primary individual & group advertising for the 50
th

 Anniversary and all other events. 

 4 people to attend the 50
th

 Anniversary event. 

 
Gold Level – Contribution: $1,400 ($1,800 value) 

 Your company will be included in all ASPE advertisements for a 12-month period 
beginning from January 1

st
 to December 31

st
.   

 Full page advertisement in the South Florida Chapter newsletter for a 12-month period.  

 One (1) pre-paid ASPE Membership for one-year. (Chapter VP-Membership will contact you 
with the information) 

 Primary individual & group advertising for the 50
th

 Anniversary and all other events. 

 3 people to attend the 50
th

 Anniversary event. 

 
Silver Level – Contribution: $1000 ($1,200 value) 

 Your company will be included in all ASPE advertisements for a 12-month period 
beginning from January 1

st
 to December 31

st
.   

 Full page advertisement in the South Florida Chapter newsletter for a 12-month period.  

 Primary individual & group advertising for the 50
th

 Anniversary and all other events. 

 2 people to attend the 50
th

 Anniversary event. 

 

Bronze Level – Contribution: $600 ($750 value) 

 Your company will be included in all ASPE advertisements for a 12-month period 
beginning from January 1

st
 to December 31

st
.    

 ½ page advertisement in the South Florida Chapter newsletter for a 12-month period. . 

 
 
 


