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🎉  APRIL 2026 CELEBRATIONS & OBSERVANCES TO FEATURE

🌎  EARTH DAY — APRIL 22

A MAJOR MOMENT FOR ENGINEERS, EARTH DAY EMPHASIZES SUSTAINABILITY,
ENERGY EFFICIENCY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP. IT CONNECTS
DIRECTLY TO ONGOING MEP CHALLENGES INCLUDING ENERGY MODELING,
HEAT‑PUMP ADOPTION, AND WHOLE‑LIFE‑CARBON REPORTING.

💡  NATIONAL VOLUNTEER MONTH

APRIL IS NATIONAL VOLUNTEER MONTH — A GREAT TIME TO ACKNOWLEDGE
ASPE MEMBERS CONTRIBUTING TO LOCAL PLUMBING CODE COMMITTEES,
ENGINEERING MENTORING PROGRAMS, STEM OUTREACH, AND CHAPTER
ACTIVITIES.

♿  AUTISM ACCEPTANCE MONTH

A MEANINGFUL OBSERVANCE THAT ENCOURAGES INCLUSION WITHIN
ENGINEERING WORKPLACES AND SUPPORTS NEURODIVERSE TALENT IN STEM
CAREERS. THIS TIES IN WELL IF YOUR CHAPTER MENTORS STUDENTS OR
PARTNERS WITH LOCAL UNIVERSITIES.

🌿  WORKPLACE VIOLENCE PREVENTION MONTH & SEXUAL ASSAULT
AWARENESS MONTH

THOUGH SOMBER OBSERVANCES, MANY ENGINEERING FIRMS USE APRIL TO
REFRESH SAFETY PROTOCOLS, HR TRAINING, AND SUPPORTIVE WORKPLACE
RESOURCES.









Presidents Report David Erickson

GREETINGS MEMBERS,
APRIL 2026, THE START OF Q2, STRAP YOURSELF IN BECAUSE THERE ARE

NOTHING BUT GOOD THINGS AHEAD FOR US HERE AT THE ASPE S FL
CHAPTER. EVERY MONTH WE HAVE A GREAT PRESENTATION AT A GREAT

LOCATION AND TO FINISH UP OUR YEAR WE WILL BE AT TOP GOLF IN
DORAL TO HAVE SOME NETWORKING FUN WITH OUR INDUSTRY

COLLEAGUES.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR NEXT MEETING ON THURSDAY

APRIL 9, WE WILL BE AT AMERICAN SOCIAL 351 W PLAZA REAL BOCA
RATON, FL . 33432. DALTON USERY FROM MCWANE WILL PRESENT ON:

VALUE ENGINEERING CONSIDERATION FOR PLUMBING DESIGNER’S. THE
NETWORKING EVENT WILL START AT 6 PM AND THE PRESENTATION

TYPICALLY STARTS AT 7 PM. I  WILL PAY FOR DINNER FOR THE FIRST 2
ENGINEERS THAT CONTACT ME VIA PHONE CALL, TEXT, OR EMAIL . ON
YOUR MARK, GET SET, GO. HERE IS THE HYPER-LINK FOR THOSE WHO

WOULD LIKE TO SIGN UP FOR THE MEETING. 
ASPE MIAMI CHAPTER - MEETING REGISTRATION PAGE 1

 
SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE ELVIRA PITA FOR HER BEING
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT IN SUPPLY HOUSE TIMES AS ONE OF THE TOP 10
INFLUENTIAL PHCP-PVF WOMEN OF 2026, NOT ONLY DOES SHE GIVER

HER ALL AT HOME, BUT SHE ALSO CONTINUES TO PROVIDE THE
INDUSTRY WITH A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION AND SETTING STANDARDS
FOR MEN AND WOMEN TO TRY AND ACHIEVE. PLEASE REACH OUT TO

ELVIRA WHEN YOU HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY AND THANK HER FOR WHAT
SHE HAS DONE FOR OUR INDUSTRY. THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU DO

FOR YOUR ASPE FAMILY.
 
 

NEW MEMBERS
BELOW ARE OUR NEW MEMBERS THAT HAVE JOINED OVER THE PAST 30-

60 DAYS, PLEASE TAKE TIME TO SPEAK WITH THEM AT OUR NEXT
MEETING TO GET TO KNOW THEM BETTER.

· NO NEW MEMBERS FOR THIS MONTH
 

OUR CHAPTER IS CONSTANTLY LOOKING FOR INDIVIDUALS TO HELP US
TO BECOME BIGGER, BETTER, STRONGER, AND TO PROVIDE OUR

MEMBERS WITH EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW
PROFESSIONALLY. IF YOU HAVE ANY TOPICS OR LOCATIONS THAT

WOULD BENEFIT OUR MEETING, PLEASE REACH OUT TO ANY OF OUR
BOARD MEMBERS. ADDITIONALLY, WE ARE IN SEARCH OF A VP

LEGISLATIVE BOARD MEMBER-THIS POSITION IS TYPICALLY HELD BY AN
INSPECTOR OR ENGINEER THAT HELP THE CHAPTER STAY CURRENT ON

CODES AND STANDARDS.
THANK YOU FOR READING AND FEEL FREE TO REACH OUT TO ME OR ANY
OF OUR BOD IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO

IS INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CHAPTER AND MAY NEED HELP TO
NAVIGATE THROUGH THE PROCESS.

 
DAVID ERICKSON

PRESIDENT ASPE SFL CHAPTER





Technical News Elvira Pita-Mejia — Chapter VP – Technical 

March Meeting Highlights!

Thank you to Tony Furst from Taco for presenting at our March 2026 meeting.  He helped all in 
attendance to navigate thru how to read and understand pump curves.  The meeting was well 
attended with over 25 guests enjoying an evening of food, drinks, networking and a whole lot of 
technical information.

 

What’s to Come!

Join us Thursday, April 9, 2026 for the ASPE South Florida Chapter General & Technical Meeting.

Speaker: Dalton Usery, McWane Group Topic: "Value Engineering Considerations for Plumbing 
Designers"

Overview: Dalton Usury will cover the primary considerations that affect a project owner when 
considering value engineering efforts as they relate to replacing cast iron soil pipe with 
thermoplastics.  The presentation covers underground trenching/burial, firestopping, sound 
attenuation, sustainability, hangers/support, expansion/contraction, plenum ratings and more.  It also 
includes a cost comparison to demonstrate as-installed price deltas.  This presentation is not only 
great for seasoned designers, but it provides fundamental background to new designers. 

Details: Date: 04/09/2026 — Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm — Location: American Social, Boca Raton, Fl 
Register: 

https://aspemiamichapter.starchapter.com/meetinginfo.php?id=86&ts=1773768775

Want to attend a cool event?

The 2026 ASPE Convention & Expo is taking place this year from October 8, thru 14in Oklahoma 
City.  If you are interested in being part of a 4000 plus industry event with over 270 exhibiting 
companies and over 25 development session, click LINk below to start planning

https://expo.aspe.org/?_zs=L3bla&_zl=6tbt4

https://expo.aspe.org/?_zs=L3bla&_zl=6tbt4
https://expo.aspe.org/?_zs=L3bla&_zl=6tbt4


 

“Stay in the know”

Don’t forget to follow us on “LinkedIn”!

We are regularly providing information on our chapter and upcoming events.

(5) ASPE South Florida Chapter: Overview | LinkedIn

 

Stay well,

Elvira Pita-Mejia

VP Technical – ASPE South Florida Chapter

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aspemiamichapter/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aspemiamichapter/?viewAsMember=true




Membership Corner—Scott Smith (VP Membership)

Every month ASPE publishes a new 12-question quiz with an accompanying chapter
or article from one of our publications. Each quiz is available for twelve months.
Each quiz is free for ASPE Members and $35 for nonmembers. Through this special
series, ASPE can help you accumulate the CEUs required for maintaining your
Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD) or Certified Plumbing Design Technician (CPDT)
status or numerous regulatory-agency CE programs.

Every month ASPE publishes a new 12-question quiz with an accompanying chapter or article from one of our publications. Each quiz is available for twelve months. Each quiz is free for ASPE Members and 
nonmembers. Through this special series, ASPE can help you accumulate the CEUs required for maintaining your Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD) or Certified Plumbing Design Technician (CPDT) status or n

regulatory-agency CE programs.





Education Chairperson / Treasurer - Kyle Stottlemyer

The American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE) continues to support the growth and advancement
of plumbing design professionals through a robust set of certifications built to strengthen technical
expertise, validate professional competency, and expand industry credibility. Whether you're an
experienced engineer or just starting your career, ASPE offers a certification path to help you advance.

Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD) This is ASPE’s top certification — the big one. Earning your CPD
shows you’ve mastered advanced plumbing system design and are committed to the highest level of
professionalism in our field.

Certified Plumbing Design Technician (CPDT) If you’re earlier in your career or want to strengthen your
foundational knowledge, the CPDT is a great starting point. It helps you build confidence, deepen your
technical understanding, and prepare for future certifications, such as the CPD.

Green Plumbing Design (GPD) Offered with IAPMO, this certificate is perfect for anyone interested in
sustainable design. As green building and water conservation become increasingly important each year,
this is a smart way to stay ahead of industry trends. 

---Looking Ahead: ASPE Convention & Expo 2026

Mark your calendars! ASPE’s signature national event, the 2026 ASPE Convention & Expo, is scheduled
for October 8–14, 2026, in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

We appreciate your continued participation and support as we strengthen our chapter and advance the
plumbing engineering profession throughout South Florida.

Warm regards, Kyle Stottlemyer Education Chairperson, Treasurer - ASPE South Florida

As always, if you have any questions or would like to share any hot topics that might be informative to
our viewers, please email me at kylestottlemyer@gmail.com.

Thank you for taking the time to read each month’s articles.





Corresponding Secretary - Vanessa Londoño
As Corresponding Secretary of ASPE, I am continually
reminded of the importance of communication,
connection, and community within our industry. Our role
goes beyond sharing updates. It’s about keeping our
members informed, engaged, and inspired to be active
participants in the growth of our chapter.

This past month has been a great reflection of what makes
our organization strong. At our recent meeting held at
Famous Dave’s’  here is a quick summary of your winners:

Event Detail Information
Attendees - 24

RSVP - 23
Walk-ins - 1

50/50 Winner- Kye – $50.00
RSVP Winner - Maria Saenz

Through gatherings like this, we continue to bring together
engineers, contractors, and wholesalers, who share a
common goal: to learn, connect, and elevate our
profession. The energy and participation we see at each
event are a true testament to the value of staying involved.

I would also like to encourage all members not to become
complacent, but to continue investing in their education
and professional development. Our industry is constantly
evolving, and it is important that we grow with it. Whether
through attending ASPE events, participating in other
industry associations, or seeking new learning
opportunities, staying proactive is key to both personal
and professional success.

“Strong communication builds strong communities—and
strong communities build a stronger industry.”

Warm regards,
Vanessa Londono
Corresponding Secretary, ASPE





Affiliate Liaison Report—Alfredo Hernandez

Sponsorship Opportunities & Upcoming Events

ASPE South Florida would like to thank our chapter sponsors for their continued
support. Their contributions help us provide educational programs, networking
opportunities, and events that bring together plumbing engineers and industry
professionals throughout the year.

One of our most anticipated events is our Topgolf Networking & Tabletop Showcase on
June 24th. This event will host nearly 100 engineers, designers, and industry
professionals, giving sponsors a great opportunity to showcase their products and
connect directly with the people who specify them.

Only five tabletop spots remain, and they are expected to fill quickly.

We are also excited to announce that sponsorship is now open for the ASPE Region 3
Presidents Meeting, taking place June 5–6. This regional event will bring together
industry leaders and members from across the region, creating another great
opportunity for companies to gain visibility and support the ASPE community.

If your company is interested in securing one of the remaining Topgolf tabletops or
learning more about Region 3 sponsorship opportunities, please reach out to me
directly for more information.





Women of ASPE Elvira Pita-Mejia — WOA Liaison

What’s new with Women of ASPE this month?

Women of ASPE is excited to announce their 2026 ASPE Convention & Expo
scholarship, which will help a deserving WOA member attend this year’s event.
The scholarship includes expenses related to the trip, a one-year ASPE
membership renewal, and participation in the WOA Leadership Forum.
Applications are due by April 30, 2026.

To learn more about this great opportunity, clink LINK below:
https://aspe.org/pipeline/woa-opens-applications-for-the-2026-aspe-
convention-expo-scholarship/?_zs=L3bla&_zl=4tbt4

If you’d like to learn more about Women of ASPE or get involved, feel free to
reach out to me—I’d love to connect and share more.
Elvira | epita@spiritgroupinc.com | 305-519-3021





Administrative Secretary - Vanessa Londoño

As I begin a new chapter in my career with a new role, I am especially grateful for the
opportunity to continue serving as Administrative Secretary. It is truly a privilege to be
part of something much greater than myself. Having the opportunity to help build a
strong and connected community within our industry. Being involved as administration
secretary is not just about supporting operations; it’s about creating opportunities for
our members to grow, connect, and succeed.

Through our chapter events, we bring together engineers, contractors, and industry
partners with a shared goal: expanding knowledge and strengthening relationships.
Each meeting and event are designed to provide value, whether through education,
networking, or simply the exchange of ideas that move our industry forward.

I encourage all members to stay involved and take advantage of everything our chapter
offers. Growth happens when we show up, engage, and remain open to learning. 

As we continue planning future events, I look forward to seeing our chapter grow even
stronger. Together, we are creating a space where professionals can thrive, learn, and
support one another.

“Being part of ASPE leadership is a privilege that allows us to turn ideas into impactful
events and bring together engineers, contractors, and industry partners to grow as
one.

Warm regards,
 Vanessa Londono
 Administrative Secretary, ASPE





ASPE Young Professional—Nickolas D’Agostino

AYP (ASPE Young Professionals) is a special interest group designed for young
industry professionals to network with peers and share experiences and ideas
about plumbing design. ASPE members 35 years old and younger are all
included, do you know anyone who would like to join? Feel free to reach out and
we’ll get connected.

Nicholas | ndagostino@vanderweil.com | 954-850-2885

In the world of plumbing, an air gap is more than just empty space, it’s a critical
safety barrier. By providing a physical separation between a water discharge
outlet and a flood-level rim, it ensures that non-potable waste can never be
siphoned back into your clean water supply. If you look at the faucet in your
office’s breakroom sink, the "gap" is the vertical, unobstructed space between
the tip of the faucet (the water outlet) and the top rim of the sink basin (the flood
level). This physical space ensures that if the sink drains were to clog and the
basin filled with dirty water, that contaminated water could never be "sucked"
back into the building’s clean water pipes, even if there was a sudden drop in
water pressure.

Nicholas D’Agostino

Plumbing & Piping Group

R.G. Vanderweil Engineers, LLP





VP-Legislative Interim Report—Emilio Sorondo

F l o r i d a ’s  20 26  Le g i s l a t u re  h a s  a p p rove d  H B  5 8 9 ,  b r i n g i n g
s eve ra l  n o t a b l e  u p d a te s  to  t h e  p e rm i tt i n g  p ro ce s s  fo r  o n s i te
s ewa g e  t rea t m e n t  a n d  d i s p o s a l  sys te m s  ( O ST D S ) .  T h e  m o s t
s i g n i f i c a n t  ch a n g e  a f fe c t s  s i n g l e ‑ fa m i l y  re s i d e n t i a l  p ro j e c t s :
l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  d e p a r t m e n t s  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  re q u i re  a  D E P ‑ i s s u e d
O ST D S  co n s t r u c t i o n  p e rm i t  b e fo re  i s s u i n g  b u i l d i n g  o r
p l u m b i n g  p e rm i t s ,  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  ow n e r  o r  b u i l d e r  p rov i d e s
p ro o f  o f  s u b m i tt i n g  t h e  p e rm i t  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  D E P.

W h i l e  t h i s  s t rea m l i n e s  t h e  ea r l y  s t a g e s  o f  co n s t r u c t i o n ,  D E P
re t a i n s  a u t h o r i ty  a t  t h e  b a ck  e n d — n o  re s i d e n ce  m ay  b e
o cc u p i e d  u n t i l  D E P  a p p rove s  t h e  f i n a l  O ST D S  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  a n d
a ny  f u t u re  ch a n g e  i n  o cc u p a n cy  m u s t  a l s o  b e  rev i ewe d  a n d
a p p rove d .  Pro p e r ty  ow n e rs  w h o  b e g i n  i n s t a l l i n g  a  sys te m
b e fo re  t h e  p e rm i t  i s  i s s u e d  n ow  a s s u m e  a l l  l e g a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l
l i a b i l i ty  fo r  a ny  p ro b l e m s  t h a t  o cc u r .

T h e  b i l l  a l s o  a d d s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t ra n s i t i o n  s a fe g u a rd :  n ew  D E P
r u l e s  fo r  O ST D S  w i l l  n o t  a p p l y  to  p e rm i t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f i l e d
w i t h i n  9 0  d ays  o f  t h e  r u l e ’s  a d o p t i o n ,  re d u c i n g  d i s r u p t i o n s  to
o n g o i n g  p ro j e c t s .

Fo r  A S PE  m e m b e rs ,  t h e s e  u p d a te s  m ea n  a  m o re  p re d i c t a b l e
wo rk f l ow  d u r i n g  d e s i g n  a n d  p e rm i tt i n g ,  w i t h  fewe r  ro a d b l o cks
a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  l eve l  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  D E P  ove rs i g h t  w h e re
i t  m a tte rs  m o s t .  

T h a n ks  to  C h r i s  R o b u l o ck  fo r  t h e  a r t i c l e







See our full plumbing portfolio
grundfos.us/plumbing

Grundfos complete plumbing solutions combine our expertly engineered pumps 
with ultra-efficiency IE5 motors and pre-programmed, intelligent controls 
making connectivity, commissioning, and flow management simple so you can 
take control of your specifications.

T a k e  C o n t r o l  w i t h
S m a r t e r  S o l u t i o n s

I E 5  E f f i c i e n c y  
M o t o r s

I n t e l l i g e n t  
C o n t r o l s

I n c r e a s e d  
C o n n e c t i v i t y

S e a m l e s s  B M S  
I n t e g r a t i o n







2025-2026 Chapter Meeting Dates

Date Topic Location

Thursday, 
September 11th, 2025

Introduction to Vacuum Plumbing
Systems

Presenter: Edward AA. Villalta — EVAC

Cooper's Hawk Winery & Restaurant
 1822 Pointe Blvd.

 Dania Beach , FL 33004 

Thursday, 
October 9th, 2025

Advances in Non-Metallic Pressure
Piping Systems (PP-RCT) 

Presenter: Scott Felts—Performance 
Marketing Group

Famous Dave’s
8210 NW 36th St, Doral, FL 33166 

Thursday, 
November 12th, 2025

 
Designing a Booster System

American Social 
351 W Plaza Real

Boca Raton, Fl 33432

Thursday, 
December 4th, 2025

 
1ST Annual Region 3 TopGolf

Tournament

Topgolf Pompano
400 Lucky Lane, 

Pompano Beach, FL 33069 

Thursday, 
January 8th, 2026

Next Generation Water Conservation 
Technologies & Resilient Design

Famous Dave’s
8210 NW 36th St, Doral, FL 33166 

Thursday, 
February 12th, 2026

Diversified Fluid Controls
When Pipes Shake

Cheesecake Factory.
 Boca Raton

Thursday, 
March 12th, 2026

Demystifying Pump Curves
 Presenter: Tony Furst— Taco

 

Famous Dave’s
8210 NW 36th St, Doral, FL 33166 

Thursday, 
April 9th, 2026

Value Engineering Consideration for
Plumbing Designer’s 

McWANE

American Social 
351 W Plaza Real

Boca Raton, Fl 33432

Thursday, 
May 7th, 2026

Thermal Expansion & Design
Considerations for Domestic Water
Heating and Hydronic Applications

Famous Dave’s
8210 NW 36th St, Doral, FL 33166 

Thursday, 
June 24th, 2026

ASPE South Florida Chapter
 End of ASPE Year Event and Tabletop

Show

Top Golf 
Doral

 



September, 2025

 
24-28 | ASPE Tech Symposium, Orlando, Fl.

Nov 2025

 
5th Annual Sporting Clay Shoot—Quail Creek Sporting Ranch, Okeechobee

Dec 2025

 4th | 1st Annual Region 3 TopGolf Tournament
 

Jun 2026

 
5th-8th | ASPE Region #3 President’s Meeting—South Florida

18th | End of ASPE Year event and Tabletop Show
 

Jun 2026

 
24th | ASPE Table Top & Top Golf Event

Oct 2026

 
14th | ASPE Convention & Expo—Oklahoma City, Ok.

Nov 2026

 
20th | 6th Annual Sporting Clay Shoot

Quail Creek Sporting Ranch, Okeechobee

Schedule of Events 2025/2026


